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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 2766 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL, PFOR, TU, GR 

SUBJECT: TURKISH MILITARY EXERCISES IN THE AEGEAN 
REF: ATHENS 2710 (DTG 241457Z MAR 77) 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. THE GREEK PRESS CARRIED VERY BRIEF, 

LOW-KEY REPORTS ON THE TURKISH AIR AND NAVAL EXERCISES IN THE 
AEGEAN ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, (FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY, WAS A HOLIDAY AND ONLY MORNING PAPERS 
APPEARED. BECAUSE OF THE HOLIDAY ONLY AFTERNOON PAPERS APPEARED 
ON SATURDAY AND ON SUNDAY, AS USUAL, THERE WERE ONLY MORNING 
PAPERS.) ALL REPORTS INDICATED THAT THE TURKISH EXERCISES 
CONTINUED TO TAKE PLACE AT A LOW LEVEL OF ACTIVITY AND WERE 
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EXPECTED TO TERMINATE, AS SCHEDULED, TODAY (MARCH 28) WITH MOST 
NAVAL UNITS BEGINNING TO WITHDRAW FROM THE EXERCISE AREAS ON 
SUNDAY. THE PAPERS CONTINUED TO REPORT THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO 
VIOLATIONS OF GREEK AIRSPACE OR TERRITORIAL WATERS DURING THE 
TURKISH EXERCISES. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. COMMENT. AS INDICATED ABOVE, THE 
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GOG APPARENTLY COSE NOT TO PUBLICIZE OR MAKE ANYTHING OF THE 
ALLEGED VIOLATONS OF GREEK TERRITORIAL WATERS ON MARCH 24 
WHICH WE HAD BEEN INFORMED ABOUT (REFTEL). IT IS POSSIBLE, 

OF COURSE, THAT AFTER FURTHER STUDY OF THE EVIDENCE CONCERNING 
THESE VIOLATIONS THE GOG CONCLUDED THEY WERE NOT SERIOUS ENOUGH 
TO WARRANT MAKING AN ISSUE OF THEM. IN ANY CASE, AS WE HAVE 
BEEN REPORTING, THE GOG, THROUGH ITS BACKGROUNDING OF THE PRESS 
ON THE EXERCISES ALL LAST WEEK, WAS NON-PROVOCATIVE AND TRIED TO 
KEEP STORIES ABOUT THE EXERCISES FROM BECOMING ALARMIST. 

3. THE NAVAL ATTACHE HAS NOW BEEN BRIEFED MORE FULLY ON THE 
EXERCISE SCHEDULED TO BEGIN MARCH 29 (ATHENS 2658). THIS WILL 
BE A JOINT AIR AND NAVAL EXERCISE INVOLVING ALSO AMPHIBIOUS FORCES. 
IT IS SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 29-APRIL 1 AND IS INCLUDED IN THE REGULAR 
PUBLISHED PROGRAM OF GREEK NAVAY EXERCISES. THIS EXERCISE WILL 
TAKE PLACE IN THE CENTRAL AEGEAN (BETWEEN THE ISLANDS OF SKYROS 
AND LESVOS) AND ALSO IN THE WESTERN AEGEAN OFF THE EASTERN COAST 
OF THE PELOPPONESUS. THE NAVAL ATTACHE WILL BE REPORTING ON THIS 
IN GREATER DETAIL THROUGH HIS CHANNELS. END CONFIDENTIAL. 
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